
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



48 MASSACHXrSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [NoV. 



NOVEMBER MEETING. 

THE stated meeting was held on Thursday, the nth in- 
stant, at three o'clock, p. m.; the Pkesident, Mr. Lodge, 
in the chair. 
The record of the last meeting was read and approved. 
The Librarian reported the following accessions: 

From Miss Caroline Carter, of Boston, a volimie of sermons, 
preached 1743 to 1799, owned by William Smith (H. C, 1775), a 
merchant of Boston. Mr. Smith married a sister of Miss Carter's 
grandfather, Thomas Carter. 

From Miss Louisa Williams Case and Miss Marian Roby Case, 
of Weston, a copy of "Hoyle's Games Improved." By James Beau- 
fort. Boston, 1796. 

From the estate of Henry F. Jenks, a copy of "Introductio 
ad lectionem Linguarum Orientahiun." London, 1654. Its interest 
is in its ownership by three former members of the Society. 

From Miss Eleanor Goddard May, executrix of the will of Julia 
Goddard, of Brookline, a nimiber of papers of Major William Dawes, 
the patriot, nmning from 1727 to 1799, including some Boston deeds, 
and a commission to Dawes as adjutant of the regiment of militia in 
Boston. 

From Mr. Wendell, his account of Lee, Higginson and Company, 
1848 to 1918, written in November and December, 1918, mostly 
from notes made at different times by Major Higginson; and copies 
of two letters from him, giving the sanction of his approval of the 
account, written on October 25, and on November 25, 1919, the 
latter dictated on the day of his death. 

From Mr. Joseph F. Sabin, a letter of W. Vans Murray to Mr. 
John Luzac, dated at The Hague, February 11, 1800. 

By pm"chase, several deeds and papers of the Dow Family, of 
Hampton, N. H., 1729-1782. 

By deposit, from Mr. Endicott, a collection of English and Ameri- 
can autographs. 

From George L. Shepley, of Providence, three photostats of 
originals in his collection, of "a Perpetual Almanack," a broadside, 
printed at Newport, by James Franklin, 1731 ; of a poster announcing 
the sale by Henry Barber, at Newport, October 30, 1780, of Benjamin 
West's North American Calendar or Almanack, 1781 ; and of a ticket 
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inviting Miss Rebecca Carter to an Exhibition in the College Chapel, 
Rhode Island College, December 29, 1794, signed by "Talmadge."' 
Dr. Robert M. Lawrence presented, with brief remarks, the diary 
of his grandfather the Rev. Samuel Dana, of Marblehead, in 1849. 

The Cabinet-Keeper reported the following gifts: 

From the Glenn H. Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Corporation, 
Garden City, Long Island, N. Y., a bronze medal struck to commem- 
orate the first transatlantic flight, May 31, 1919. 

From Edmund Burke Delabarre, of Providence, a photograph of 
Dighton Rock taken by him on July 17, 1920, at 3 a.m. 

From the estate of Mrs. Jane Norton Grew, through Mr. Appleton, 
a medal commemorating the siege of the Bastile, 1789, struck on 
hard leather. 

From William George Arthur Turner, of Maiden, a photograph 
of an Aaron Willard clock owned by Mr. Alfred Lyman Gooch, of 
Wakefield, and of the engraved directions for the care of the clock; 
also an engraved notice of meetings of "The New Century Fire 
Society," Boston, 1800, struck from a copper plate owned by Mr. 
Turner. 

From Mr. Ernest Adolph Von Arnim, of Arizona, a Muybridge 
photograph of "SalUe Gardner," ahorse owned by Leland Stanford, 
taken in Palo Alto, California, in 1878. 

By purchase, four photographs of paintings by Robert Salmon in 
the Peabody Museum, Salem: Liverpool, England, from Cheshire; 
the ship "Liverpool," said to have been built in Medford, 1828; the 
ship "United States," 181 7; and a view of a "French Lugger 
attacking a British cruiser." 

The Corresponding Secretary reported the receipt of a letter from 
Elihu Root, of New York, accepting his election as a Corresponding 
Member of the Society. 

The President reported from the Council the appointment of 
a standing Library Committee of three and the designation 
of Messrs. Stanwood, Emerton, and Bolton as the members 
of that committee. 

Harold Clarence Ernst, of Boston, was elected a Resident 
Member of the Society. 

David Jayne Hill, of Washington, D. C, was elected a 
Corresponding Member of the Society. 

Mr. Wendell gave "A Glimpse of the Ninth Century," 

' James Tallmadge (1778-1853) was a member of the Class of 1798. 
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being his rendering of Egenhard's account of a journey from 
Odenwald in Germany to Rome to obtain relics of the martyrs, 
Marcellinus and Peter. 
Mr. Mayo read the following paper on 

The King's Woods. 

As early as 1652 the British government began to realize 
that the pine forests of New England were among its most 
valuable assets in the New World, for they assured the royal 
navy of an almost inexhaustible supply of masts.^ The colo- 
nists, too, seem to have taken pride in this product. Soon 
after the Restoration, Massachusetts presented a few splendid 
specimens of New England timber to the King, and in 1668 the 
General Court passed a significant measure reserving for the 
public use all pine trees fit for masts growing in a stated part 
of the town of Exeter — New Hampshire being at that time 
\mder the jurisdiction of the Bay Colony.^ This measure of 
conservation seems to have been voluntary on the part of our 
ancestors, who were then governing themselves under the 
Charter of 1628-29, but they were not long to retain control 
of their tall white pines. When the new charter was issued in 
1 69 1, it contained a clause reserving to his Majesty all pine 
trees of twenty-four inches or more in diameter, growing on 
land not heretofore granted to any private persons, and a fine 
of £100 was the penalty for cutting any such tree without the 
royal license. Just who was responsible for this unwelcome 
innovation it is difficult to ascertain, but there are indications 
that it was Sir William Phips, who was then in London, about 
to be appointed governor of Massachusetts and glad to make 
himself useful to the Lords of Trade and Plantations.^ 

Whoever may have been its author, this clause of the char- 
ter meant that if a Massachusetts colonist received a grant of 
land at any time in the future he would not acquire title to any 
of the large pine trees growing thereon. At first this restriction 
applied only to Massachusetts, but Parliament gradually ex- 
tended the principle to all the colonies by statutes enacted in 

' Calendar of State Papers, America and West Indies, 1^74-1660, 392-393. 
' Shurtleff's Massachusetts Records, iv. part 2, 318, 327, 368, 384. 
' Calendar of State Papers, America and West Indies, i68Q-i6g2, 528. 
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1 7 10, 1721, and 1729,^ and expanded its scope until it included 
all pine trees of whatever dimensions growing upon land that 
had not been laid out in townships. This preserved the pines 
of the great ungranted wilderness, "the King's woods," and as 
new townships were carved out of the interior this conserva- 
tion was continued to a certain extent by a clause in the town 
charters. In New York this clause reserved as crown property 
all pines of twenty-four inches or more in diameter; in New 
Hampshire the reservation applied to "all white and other 
pine trees, fit for masting our royal navy." These remained 
a part of the King's woods, and he who cut, felled or destroyed 
them without leave must pay a heavy penalty. 

The guardianship of this timber was entrusted to a crown 
officer entitled the surveyor general of his Majesty's Woods, 
who was usually assisted by four deputies. In his commission 
the surveyor general was instructed to explore the woods "at 
all convenient times and seasons," and to mark with the broad 
arrow of the British government all pines that showed promise 
of being useful to the navy. In this way the grantee of the 
land might know what timber was the property of the Crown, 
and should cut or spare accordingly. Furthermore the sur- 
veyor general was expected to keep a register of all these trees 
and thus to be able to produce a given number of sticks when- 
ever the admiralty might call upon him to do so. To expect 
any officer and his four assistants to make an index of all the 
promising pine trees in the American colonies was unreason- 
able, to say the least, but doubtless the lords of the admiralty 
thought in terms of English forests and issued their instructions 
accordingly. Instead of carrying out the letter of these direc- 
tions the surveyor general pursued an easier method and accom- 
plished the same end. In New Hampshire, at any rate, he 
required the landholder to obtain a permit from him before 
cutting any pines. This involved a survey of the property, 
for which the surveyor general or his deputy received a fee of 
1 fourteen shillings a day.^ When the survey was completed the 
owner of the soil was given a certificate which allowed him to 
cut certain trees which showed no indications of ever being 
useful to the navy. The rest he must continue to respect as 

1 9 Anne, Cap. 17; 8 George I. Cap. 12, § 5; 2 George II. Cap. 35, §§ i and 2. 
^ Benjamin Homer Hall's History of Eastern Vermont, 1. 146. 
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the property of the Crown. In addition to perquisites acquired 
in this manner the surveyor general received a salary of £200 
per annum,* and a traveling allowance of six shillings eight 
pence per diem. Each of his deputies received £100 and the 
same traveling allowance as his chief. 

Offhand one might suppose that when the admiralty needed 
a given number of masts for the navy they would have issued 
an order to the surveyor general of his Majesty's woods, who 
would have had the trees cut and shipped to London as eco- 
nomically as possible. But this was not the eighteenth-century 
method of conducting govenmient business. A contract was 
made by the admiralty with some fortunate firm, and instruc- 
tions were sent to the surveyor general to grant their agent a 
license to cut and haul the required niimber of masts. The 
surveyor general, of course, determined in what part of the 
Kling's woods the timber should be procured. Usually the 
contractors were Englishmen, and their agents Americans; 
and almost invariably both contractors and agents found the 
business unmistakably remunerative. From the account books 
of Mark Hunking Wentworth of Portsmouth, who was an 
agent for the contract, we learn that a seventy-five-foot mast 
brought about £14, and a hundred-foot mast about £90. 
Since the cost of cutting and transporting was the contractor's 
only expense, except perhaps a generous fee to the surveyor 
general or to the deputy who supervised the felling of the 
trees, the profit on an order for fifteen hundred tall masts 
must have been decidedly worth while. Just what proportion 
went to the agent does not appear, but Mr. Wentworth was 
reputed to be one of the richest men in New England. 

The best timber in America grew in the Province of Maine, 
and along the west bank of the Connecticut, in what we now 
call Vermont. Some of these trees were one hundred and fifty 
feet tall and measured as much as six feet in diameter. But 
the tallest pines were not always the best, as is indicated in 
the following contemporaneous account which was written t^y 
an intelligent and observant surveyor general. 

In cutting trees for masts the greatest care is taken to select the 
best and fairest timber; yet many, very many trees prove rotten or 

' New Hampshire State Papers, vi. 914-915. 
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are sprung in falling. In trees of the largest size, fit to make 34 to 38 
inch masts, 48 out of 50 may happen to be defective, although while 
standing they appeared to be perfectly sound. Such large trees must, 
of course, be very old and thence subject to decay in the heart of the 
wood. This season the mast-cutters for his Majesty's contract found 
in one district a fine growth of large and uncommonly fair trees. But 
upon cutting them, 102 out of 106 proved to be rotten in the heart 
and not worth a shilling, upon which a protest was made to save 
the penalty of the contract, which by this defect the contractor was 
unable to fulfil. 

Even when sound, a giant pine was often an embarrassment 
to the contractor because of the difficulty in handling it. Our 
informant takes pains to explain, 

Some very good trees are broke in falling, nor is it possible to 
prevent it. Trees of 45 or 50 yards long, and from 4 to 6 feet in 
diameter, are of such immense weight it is almost beyond the power 
of man to use any secure management in lowering them. Much is 
done by bedding with bushes and small trees to help secure them, 
but notwithstanding there still remains a very great risque. The mast 
workmen, hired to do this work, are paid by contract for the nmnber 
of trees they fall, for which they get but small prices, so they will 
not be prevailed upon to bestow much time on the necessary prepara- 
tions for securing the trees in falling.^ 

After a pine was successfully felled it was hewn into the 
proper shape for a mast, the standard proportions being a yard 
in length for every inch in diameter at the butt; and when a 
sufficient number of these sticks were assembled, they were 
shipped to England. The vessels which carried such cargoes 
across the Atlantic were a picturesque element in provincial 
life, particularly in New Hampshire which was the center of 
the trade. Ships built to carry from sixty to one hundred 
trees ^ were necessarily larger than their companions on the 
sea, and six or seven of them riding at anchor in the Piscataqua 
were a splendid spectacle. 

As might have been expected, the colonists did not take 
kindly to this royal reservation of pine trees growing on land 

1 John Wentworth to the Earl of Hillsborough, December 4, 1771. References 
cited in this manner are to the transcripts of Governor Wentworth's letter-books 
in the archives at Concord, New Hampshire. 

' John Wentworth to the Commissioners of the Navy, October 25, 1774. 
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granted to them. Those who were forbidden to cut timber of 
large dimensions frequently found that a King's tree, by the 
shade of its boughs and the thirst of its roots, seriously inter- 
fered with the cultivation of the soil. This was annoying, to 
say the least, for the landholder's only course was to hope 
that before long the obstruction would be needed for the navy. 
Far worse was the lot of those who might fell no pines what- 
ever without permission from the surveyor general. It was 
not always easy to persuade this officer to survey a tract of 
land in a remote part of the frontier. And although it might 
be obvious to the landholder that the timber he wished to 
cut could never be of use to the admiralty, he would undoubt- 
edly get into trouble if he took the law into his own hands. 
Even trees blown down by winter storms must lie where they 
fell until passed upon by the authorities. In the meantime 
the wood often rotted and became useless to either the gov- 
ernment or the individual. The temptation to trespass upon 
the King's woods, therefore, was great, and a corresponding 
degree of vigilance on the part of the surveyor general was 
necessary. He was authorized to seize and libel all timber 
which had been cut without his license, but condemnation of 
the property rested with the nearest admiralty court. After 
being condemned the timber was sold at auction where it lay, 
the proceeds going to the surveyor general.^ 

It was usually easier to seize the stolen timber than to dis- 
cover the trespasser. But when the officer was so fortunate 
as to catch the offender red-handed he might file a complaint 
in the admiralty court, as a result of which the victim would 
be arrested in due course — if in the meantime he had not 
taken care to disappear into the wilderness. Prosecutions 
against individuals must be instituted within six months of 
the time when the offence was committed, and the penalty 
was either a fine (for which his personal property could be 
seized) or imprisonment for not more than twelve months. 
From the decision of the local admiralty court one had the 
right to appeal to the High Court of Admiralty in England, 
but protracted litigation of this kind was, of course, beyond 
the financial means of the average colonist. 

Besides preserving the pine trees of the north, the surveyor 

' John Wentworth to Durand and Bacon, July 17, 1769. 
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general was supposed to encourage the production of tar, 
hemp, and other naval stores throughout the colonies. These 
secondary duties were soon lost sight of, however, especially 
after it became customary to give the office to the governor 
of New Hampshire. This practice was commenced in 1731, 
when an Irishmen named David Dunbar was appointed to 
both offices. Previous to Dunbar's time the New Englanders 
had conceived a hearty dislike for the crown officer who for- 
bade their felling trees suitable for masts,^ but probably Dun- 
bar should have the distinction of being the first surveyor 
general to make the office ridiculous. One unfortunate day 
he sent a number of men by water to Exeter, where they were 
to remove a pile of lumber which he had seized and libeled. 
At first all went well, but while his crew were taking their 
ease at a public house a party of Yankees, disguised as Indians, 
made a surprise attack, gave them a good beating, and so 
wrecked their boat that they were obliged to return to Ports- 
mouth on foot.^ 

Benning Wentworth, who was governor of New Hampshire 
from 1741 till ^^6^, paid £2000 for his appointment as guardian 
of the King's woods,' but apparently that was the last serious 
thought he gave to the service. During his administration 
the surveyor general and the backwoodsmen were on the best 
of terms, but it is to be feared that a good many pine trees 
were lost to the admiralty in those twenty-five years. The 
efficiency of his stewardship may be guessed from the fact that 
at least one of his deputies resided comfortably in Ireland.* 
By 1766 conditions had become so scandalous that Benning 
Wentworth was relieved of his two offices, which were given to 
his nephew John, the last royal governor of New Hampshire. 

At the time of his appointment John Wentworth was a 
vigorous young man, not yet thirty years old, and he was 
determined to make the conservation of the King's woods an 
actuahty. To execute these laws after a quarter of a century 
of non-enforcement was not an easy task, but the new sur- 

* For an account of earlier troubles between the colonists and the surveyor 
general see Palfrey's History of New England, iv. 396-402. 

' Belknap's History of New Hampshire, n. 112-113. 
' New Hampshire State Papers, xvni. 566. 

• John Wentworth to Col. John Bradstreet, Nov. 2, 1767. 
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veyor general was as tactful as he was resoltfte, and he accom- 
plished much more than one would have believed possible. In 
order to give the people fair warning he caused proclamations 
to be posted in conspicuous places throughout the frontier 
towns of Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts. Al- 
though he did not publish the fact, it was his plan not to 
prosecute trespassers for offenses committed in the past, but 
to hold them accountable for the observance of the statutes 
in the future. Apparently this plan worked well, for at the 
end of twelve months Wentworth declared that not one hun- 
dredth part of the usual destruction had occurred during the 
first year of his administration. Furthermore, he claimed that 
he had led the people from hostiUty to friendliness towards 
his office.' This was true of the law-abiding part of the popu- 
lation without doubt, since he showed remarkable considera- 
tion for their feelings. For instance, when he licensed the 
cutting of pine trees growing on private property, in order to 
fill a requisition for the navy, he invariably took care that the 
owner of the soil should be given preference in hauling and 
delivering them to the contractor.* Thus whatever resentment 
a Yankee might feel at the royal appropriation was assuaged 
by the jingle of coin in his pocket as he drove his oxen home 
from the river. On the other hand Wentworth met serious 
opposition on more than one occasion, two instances of which 
are worth recounting because they illustrate both the methods 
employed by the surveyor general and the spirit exhibited by 
our ancestors. 

In the spring of 1769, word reached Wentworth that sundry 
persons in the vicinity of Brunswick, Maine, were cutting 
white pine trees of large dimensions in the King's woods. 
Thereupon he directed his deputy in that part of the country 
to investigate and, if the report proved to be true, to seize 
the timber. The deputy went to Brunswick and found the 
destroyed trees, but seizing the logs was a different matter. 
The trespassers so terrified him "by their violent menaces" 
that he decided to withdraw and to report the situation to 
his chief. According to his account the men of Brunswick 
threatened death to anyone who should presvune to seize their 

' John Wentworth to the Earl of Hillsborough, June 25, 1768. 
' John Wentworth to Judge Morris, October s, 1769. 
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spoils. This was just enough to stimulate all the Wentworth 
blood in the surveyor general's veins, and he declared that he 
would go to the Androscoggin and execute the law himself.^ 
Commodore Hood, who was in American waters at that time, 
detailed the sloop of war Beaver to bear him to the eastward, 
whither he sailed in late July. Arriving at the mouth of the 
"Wiscasset River," Wentworth carefully divested himself of 
all military and naval assistance. Accompanied only by an 
assistant deputy, a servant, and a boatman, none of whom 
was armed, he was conveyed "through many rivers" to the 
saw-mills on the Androscoggin, "where all the logs had floated 
together." Then without delay he notified the people of his 
business and invited them to meet him on the riverbank. At 
the appointed time they assembled from far and near, attracted 
no doubt by the prospect of a little excitement. With them, at 
the request of the surveyor general, came a justice of the peace. 

When the crowd had gathered, Wentworth talked to them 
in a straightforward manner, telling them that he was aware 
of their trespasses and their threats, and that he was resolved 
to execute the acts of Parliament notwithstanding. Then he 
read the particular statutes involved and explained the pur- 
pose of the government in preserving timber of this kind for 
the use of the navy. If his hearers were serious in their deter- 
mination to resist the enforcement of the laws he wished that 
they would let their opposition begin then and there. Al- 
though he had come armed with no power or force except the 
acts of Parliament, he expected "that the laws would be pro- 
tection enough for those that were legally executing them." 

After a long pause "an old man stepped forth and desired 
to be heard. He said that the people were poor, depended 
much upon procuring timber for their subsistence; that they 
had been under errors, supposing a right to the soil, when 
actually served to them, gave also a title to the timber of all 
kinds; but that they now plainly saw the contrary, except in 
such tracts as were actually improved and legally possessed 
as private property before the year 1690." After this ex- 
planatory preamble he admitted " that it was likely some warm, 
indiscreet men might say unadvised things about liis business," 
but that Wentworth might rest assured that not one man 
^ John Wentworth to Judge Auchmuty, April 10, 1769. 
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among them would oppose him or any of his deputies. On 
the contrary they would aid him at all times, and would at- 
tend and guard him while he remained in that region, if he 
anticipated "the least insult or disrespect. To this speech 
every man with one voice assented." 

Wentworth must have been amazed at this unqualified sub- 
mission, but he replied with dignity and made it clear that 
he thought they had chosen the part of wisdom. The rest of 
the story is best told in his own words, if one is willing to 
struggle further with his casual construction of sentences. 

I singled out the man who had been the most zealous and warm in 
this scheme of making the country too hot for oflBcers (as they 
termed it), and required him to aid and carry me off in his canoe 
upon the river — my boat could not come up above the falls — and 
there help me to seize and mark about five hundred logs, which 
belonged to him and the rest who waited on the banks of the river 
within thirty yards; which he directly performed, and we returned 
to the people in whose presence I delivered the logs into the care 
of the magistrate; and informed them I would stay that night at the 
inn adjacent, and in the morning consider any claims they might 
offer for the logs. And they might consider whether they would 
abide by their present resolutions of obeying the law. In the morn- 
ing the whole party came to me, and to a man expressed their fixed 
resolutions the same as the preceding day, — that they surrendered 
all claim of property in the logs I had seized, which they owned to 
have cut upon the lesser rivers in the winter preceding.^ 

Apparently Wentworth did not consider it his duty to pun- 
ish these trespassers except by the seizure and subsequent con- 
demnation of the logs, but in dealing with a group of offenders 
on the west bank of the Connecticut he pursued a more thorough 
course. News of their depredations came to Portsmouth in 
January, 1769, and in spite of "the extreme rigor of the season" 
the surveyor general set out immediately through the ice and 
snow with the hope of catching the culprits red-handed. His 
way led "through a wilderness almost uninhabited," but this 
had its advantages if one wished to take the enemy by sur- 
prise. Near Windsor, Vermont, he came upon them while 
they were at work in the woods, where they had felled seven- 
teen white pine mast-trees from twenty-eight to forty inches 

* John Wentworth to the Earl of Hillsborough, October 22, 1770. 
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in diameter and from eighty to one hundred feet in length. 
The offenders were a man named Deane and his two sons, 
William and Willard. Besides the trees Ijdng on the ground 
there were hundreds of logs in the river. Wentworth seized 
all this timber, left it under guard and then returned to Ports- 
mouth, "having traveled three hundred miles in excessive 
cold and snow" in just sixteen days. But this was not the 
end of the Deane case. 

The appropriate court of admiralty for the west bank of the 
Connecticut River was located at New York. Thither the 
surveyor general transmitted his information and complaint, 
for in this case he intended both to recover the timber stolen 
from his Majesty and to prosecute the trespassers. A war- 
rant for their arrest was issued in due course, but meanwhile 
the Deane family, aware of their danger, had "absconded into 
some other provinces" where they concealed themselves suc- 
cessfully. Wentworth was annoyed, but would not admit 
defeat. He decided to bide his time. It was not unlikely 
that if he lay low the Deanes would emerge from their seclu- 
sion and revisit Windsor, where he would have them seized 
by the deputy marshal. His guess could not have been better. 
In the course of a few months William and Willard Deane re- 
appeared, whereupon they were arrested and carried to New 
York. The father gave himself up soon afterward, and when 
the next winter set in, the trio found themselves in a jail on 
Manhattan Island, awaiting trial. 

About this time the case became unexpectedly exciting for 
all concerned. It so happened that a number of rich men in 
the metropolis owned great tracts of timberland in the interior, 
but apparently they had never taken the conservation acts 
of Parliament seriously. Perhaps they had never been aware 
of their existence. Now, however, the prospect of enforcement 
so alarmed them that they engaged "a great patriot lawyer," 
James Duane, and made the case of the trespassers their own. 
For a few weeks the town seethed with excitement. Agitators 
declared that the enforcement of the timber-conservation laws 
would be more injurious to landholders than the Stamp Act. 
Just why this was so they did not state. Proof of the point 
was unnecessary, for at the mention of the Stamp Act the 
hearers invariably lost their reasoning powers and joined the 
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forces of opposition. As if this were not enough, Judge Wells 
of Brattleborough came to town and became very active in 
behalf of the Deanes, whose case, he declared, was pitiable 
rather than criminal. The longer justice was delayed the less 
encouraging the situation appeared to Wentworth, but he was 
careful to proceed slowly lest there should be the additional 
grievance of an untimely trial. At last the day of judgment 
arrived. The senior Deane and his two sons were found guilty 
and were fined in accordance with the statute, a full decree in 
favor of the Crown being given by Judge Morris. 

For a moment Wentworth enjoyed the relief and satisfaction 
which accompany the successful completion of a difficult job — 
but only for a moment; for when the government attempted 
to collect the amount of the fines by selling the private effects 
of the Deane family, it transpired that the culprits had trans- 
ferred all their goods and chattels to their friend Judge Wells, 
and consequently were bankrupt for the time being. This 
was precisely the intention of Wells when he, perceiving that 
the case was Ukely to go against the Deanes, had persuaded 
them to make him trustee of their personal property. It was 
a clever manipulation of the law, which evokes admiration for 
the ingenuity of Judge WeUs but hardly for his sense of pro- 
priety. Its effect upon John Wentworth was not limited to 
admiration, however, especially when he learned that his ad- 
versary had returned home boasting that the surveyor general 
would soon sicken of such expensive prosecutions. In the 
meantime the Deanes remained in "a comfortable gaol" at 
New York, where they were "supported in affluence" by 
those who sympathized with their cause.^ 

Wentworth bore the prisoners no malice; neither did he 
treasure any resentment toward James Duane, the "great 
patriot lawyer"; but for a crown magistrate who would twist 
the law of conveyances to defeat the laws for the preservation 
of mast timber he had unlimited hostility. Whenever he 
thought of Judge Wells he became righteously indignant, and he 
determined to run him out of the service. He reported his 
behavior to the governor of New York and to the authorities 
in England. From the former he could not have expected 
much support, for New York and New Hampshire were practi- 
• John Wentworth to the Earl of Hillsborough, October 22, 1770. 
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cally at war with each other throughout this period because of 
their dispute over the New Hampshire Grants, and any man 
who could defeat the governor of New Hampshire on any issue 
was looked upon with favor on the west side of the Connecti- 
cut. It is not surprising, therefore, that Governor Colden's 
committee for investigating the behavior of Judge Wells re- 
ported that they could not see sufficient cause to advise his 
removal from office, and embraced the opportunity to include 
in their renaarks an impertinent reference to "the unjustifiable 
claim of the province of New Hampshire." In England the 
Colonial Secretary apparently had too much else on his mind 
to give more than passing notice to Wentworth's complaint, 
and consequently the surveyor general's attempt to achieve 
the downfall of Judge Wells came to naught. 

The further adventures of the Deane trio deserve mention 
because they show the kind of human stuff John Wentworth 
was made of. A few weeks after the conviction the admiralty 
judge wrote Wentworth that he believed the two young men 
were not so culpable as their father, and that he was inclined 
to release them from jail if the surveyor general had no objec- 
tion. Wentworth not only gave his consent, but added that 
he hoped the judge would liberate all three, for if "the terror 
of example" had been effected, as he believed it had, there 
was no point in adding to the stun of hvraian misery by perse- 
cuting these individuals.^ Thus ended the case of the Deanes, 
which was probably the most conspicuous prosecution of its 
kind in the history of the colonies. The decree, as we have 
seen, was in favor of the Crown, but public opinion was on 
the side of the landholder, and public opinion was soon to 
come into its own. Within a decade the Revolution put an 
end to the humiliating restrictions which our ancestors had so 
long endured in connection with the preservation of the King's 
woods. 

John Clark of the Mayflower. 
Mr. Jameson said: 

Miss Irene A. Wright, of Seville, author of The Early His- 
tory of Cuba, sent me from Spain the following twelve docu- 

1 John Wentworth to James Duane, February 15, 1770. 



62 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [NoV. 

ments. Eleven of them she found in the Archives of the Indies 
at Seville, and one (No. vi. below) in the Archives of Simancas. 
They are part of a much larger number which she sent illus- 
trating the policy pursued by Spain with respect to Virginia, 
in the earliest years of the founding of that colony, 1606-1612. 
The series supplemented in a valuable manner the group of 
Spanish transcripts relating to the same period of Virginian 
history which Alexander Brown printed in his Genesis of the 
United States (1897). Three of the longer of them I printed in 
the American Historical Review for April, 1920 (xxv. 448-479), 
under the title "Spanish Policy toward Virginia, 1606-1612; 
Jamestown, Ecija, and John Clark of the Mayflower," for two 
of the three contained depositions made by John Clark, who 
in 1620 was mate of the Mayflower. Miss Wright's introduc- 
tion discussed abundantly the policy of Spain in respect to 
Jamestown, and Clark's depositions were chiefly occupied with 
descriptions of that settlement. 

It will perhaps be remembered (details are given by Brown 
and in the article just referred to) that Clark, who was at 
Malaga in 1609, sailed from London for Virginia with Sir 
Thomas Dale in March, 1611, and about June 21 of that year, 
putting out from Hampton to interview the Spanish caravel 
that had brought to Virginia Don Diego de Molina, was cap- 
tured by the crew of that vessel and taken to Havana. There 
he remained a prisoner until he was taken to Seville and to 
Madrid in 161 2, and he was a prisoner in Spain until January 
26, 1616. His examination at Havana took place on July 23, 
1611, his examination at Madrid on February 18, 1613. His 
depositions tell us much about the English settlements in 
Virginia, but only a little about himself. He says that he was 
a native of London. There are two significant discrepancies 
in his testimony. When he arrived in Havana he was "thirty- 
five years old and of the religion of his King"; a year and a 
half later, when he got to Spain, older and more prudent, he 
was forty and a Catholic. 

Though Clark's two depositions respecting Jamestown are 
the most important of Miss Wright's documents relating to 
him, I have thought that the others, which enable us to trace 
in some detail the circumstances of his captivity, might be of 
biographical interest in this year when all that concerns the 
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Mayflower and those who sailed upon her is of especial interest 
to students of history. I therefore lay these documents before 
the Society, accompanied by translations and a few notes. 
Though junta may well be translated council, yet to dis- 
tinguish the Junta de Guerra de Indias from the Concejo 
de Estado and other councils, I have uniformly translated 
junta by "Board." Decrees of the King consequent upon 
representations made by the board and minuted upon those 
documents, I have put in itahcs. Dates are uniformly in new 
style. 

I. Report of the Boasd of War for the Indies, October 31, 161 1.* 

Senor. 

El Govemador de la havaina Don Gaspar Ruiz de pereda escrive a 
Vuestra magestad en carta de [12 ?] de agosto de este afio que a los 24 de 

Mayo del Uegaron a aquel puerto en 
Conde de salazar. una caravela el alcaide don diego de 

don diego de ybarra. molina y el Alferez Marco Antonio 

don diego brochero. perez que por el Consejo de Guerra 

licenciado don francisco arias fueron despachados desde lixboa para 
maldonado. yr a reconocer la Virginia (que es en 

doctor bernardo de OknediUa. la costa de la florida) y las fuerzas 
licenciado don francisco de y todo lo demas que aUi tienen los 
tejada. ingleses y que cunpliendo con lo que 

Vuestra Magestad le mando por el 
dicho Consejo y esta Junta les dio la orden que mejor le parecia y una 
chalupa y lo demas que huvieron menester para el buen efecto de lo que 
llebaban a su cargo y proseguir su viaje y que haviendo salido a ellos a 
los 2 de junio bolvieron la caravela y la chalupa a los 22 de julio con toda 
la gente y un ingles de los de la Virginia ecepto los dichos alcaide y alferez 
y un piloto yngles confidente casado en lixboa que llebavan y que deseando 
averiguar como fue esto y juntamente la capacidad del puerto su entrada 
y fondo y lo demas que ay en la Virginia, tomo su declaracion al ingles 
que truxeron de alii y al maestre y piloto de la Caravela y a algunos 
marineros los quales declararon lo que Vuestra magestad siendo servido 
jjodra mandar veer por la relacion ynclusa sacada en sustancia de los 
dichos de todos, en que se ratificaron haviendo buelto a hazer la misma 
diligencia en presencia del marques de salinas y el licenciado maldonado 
de torres presidente de la Audiencia de los charcas que viene al Consejo 
de las Yndias con cuya comunicacion y parezer acordo don gaspar de 
pereda que el yngles se quedase en la havana a donde estara seguro sin 

' Seville, Archivo General de Indias, 147-5-16, Indiferente General, Junta de 
Guerra, Consultas Originales, Anos 1604-1611. 
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que tenga comunicacion con ninguno de su nacion hasta que Vuestra 
magestad mande otra cosa. . . . 

En madrid a 31 de Octubre de 1611. 

[Hay seis rfibricas.] 

[En el dorso figura un decreto que dice:] hagasse lo que parece. 

[Escrito y rubricado por el Rey.] 

J. R. DE CONTRERAS. 



(Translation.) 
My Lord: 

The Governor of Havana, Don Caspar Ruiz de Pereda, writes 

to Your Majesty in a letter of August [12?] of this year that on 

_,, ^ . r o 1 May 24 there came to that 

The Count of Sdazar. .^ ^ ^^^^^^ ^j^^ ^^^^^ 

Don Diego de Ybarra. j^^^ j^j ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^j^^ 

Don Diego Brochero. ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^ 

Licenciado Don Franasco Anas 



Maldonado. 
Doctor Bernardo de Olmedilla. 
Licenciado Don Francisco de 



who had been sent by the 
Council of War from Lisbon 
to go and reconnoiter Virginia 
. (which is on the coast of 

^^^ ^' Florida) and the armaments 

and all else that the EngKsh have there, and that, complying with 
what Your Majesty commanded him through the said council and 
this board, he gave them the orders that seemed to him best, and a 
shallop and what else they needed for the success of what they under- 
took, and for the prosecution of their voyage, and that, they having 
sailed out on Jvme 2, the caravel and the shallop came back on 
July 22 with all the. people and an Englishman from among those in 
Virginia, excepting the said warden and ensign and an English pilot, 
a spy, married in Lisbon, whom they [the English] had taken, and 
that desiring to ascertain how this was, and at the same time the 
capacity of the harbor, its entrance and depth and all else in Virginia, 
he took the declaration of the Englishman whom they brought from 
there and that of the master and pilot of the caravel and those of cer- 
tain mariners, who declared what Your Majesty, if he pleases, may 
see by the enclosed relation drawn in substance from what aU these 
said, in which they confirmed each other, (he) having repeated the 
same procedure in the presence of the Marquis of Salinas and the 
Licenciado Maldonado de Torres, president of the Audiencia of 
Charcas, who was coming to the Council of the Indies, with whose 
communication and opinion Don Caspar de Pereda agreed, that 
the Englishman should remain in Havana where he will be secure, 
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without his holding commiuiication with any of his nation, until 
Yoiu: Majesty shall otherwise order. . . . 

Madrid, October 31, 1611. 
[Six rubrics] 
[Endorsed:] Let that be done which seems best. 

[Written and rubricated by the King.] 

J. R. DE CONTRERAS. 



n. The King to the Governor of Cuba, January 17, 1612,1 

Al gobemador de la havana sobre que en la primera ocasion de galeones 
o flota envie a la casa de la contratacion de sevilla un piloto ingles que 
esta alia para el efeto q. V. M. a rresuelto por el consejo de estado. 

El Rey. — Don Caspar Ruiz de Pereda cavallero de la horden de San- 
tiago mi gobemador y capitan general de la ysla de cuba y ciudad de san 
Xrobal de la havana. Don Alonso de Velasco mi enbaxador en ingla- 
terra me escrive le an ofrescido que luego le harian traer a londres al al- 
caide don diego de molina y los otros dos que con el quedaron prisioneros 
en la Virginia y se los entregarian volviendoseles el piloto ingles que de 
alii truxeron a essa ciudad donde al presente esta, y porque mi voluntad 
es que para este efeto sea traido a espana, os mando que en la primera 
ocassion de galeones o flota invieis al dicho piloto preso y a buen rrecaudo 
rreciviendole el general con obligacion de entregarle en la carcel de la 
casa de la contratacion de Sevilla y encargandole le traya bien tratado 
que tal es mi volimtad. de Madrid a diez y siete de henero de mil y seis- 
cientos y doze anos. yo el rey. por mandado del rey ntro. senor, 
Juan Ruiz de Contreras. senalada de los de la junta de guerra de 
indias. 

(Translation.) 

To the Governor of Havana, that on the first opportunity of 
galleons or fleet he shall send to the Casa de Contratacion in Seville 
an English pilot who is there, according as Your Majesty has resolved 
through the Council of State.* 

The King. — Don Caspar Ruiz de Pereda, Knight of the Order 
of Santiago, my governor and captain general of the island of Cuba 
and city of San Christobal de la Havana. Don Alonso de Velasco, 

* A. G. I., 78-2-2, vol. 6, p. 13s, Audienda de Santo Domingo, Santo Do- 
mingo, Registros de Ofido, Reales Ordenes dirigidas a las Autoridades del Dis- 
trito de la Audienda, Anos 1605-1625. 

' Summary or memorandum of contents, which according to Spainsh ofiSdal 
custom was endorsed or elsewhere written on the document. 
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my embassador in England, writes me that they have offered him 
that immediately they will cause to be brought to London the warden 
Don Diego de Molina and the other two that remain prisoners with 
him in Virginia, and that they will deliver them up exchanging them 
against the English pilot who was taken from there to that city 
where he now is, and since it is my will that for this purpose he shall 
be brought to Spain, I command you that on the first opportunity 
of galleons or fleet you shall send the said pilot as a prisoner, well 
guarded, the general (of the fleet) receiving him under obligation to 
deliver him to the prison of the Casa de la Contratacion in Seville, 
and charging him that he shall bring him with good treatment, for 
suchismywUl. Madrid, January 17, 1612. I the King. By com- 
mand of the King our Lord, Juan Ruiz de Contreeas. Signed by 
those of the Board of War for the Indies. 



III. Order of the Board of War for the Indies, January 19, 1612.* 

Junta de guerra de Indias A 19 de henero 1612. En Razon de los 
Ingleses de la Virginia y lo que se podria hazer para hecharlos de alii. 

todo esta bien considerado y per agora se de prissa a traer el yngles que 
esta en la havana para que se trueque con los espanoles presses en la 
Virginia que tienen en Inglaterra y en estando echo este trueque Resol- 
vere en todo lo demas que aqui se dice lo que conbieniere y los que trugeren 
a este Ingles (que ha de venir bien tratado) procuren entender dellas 
particularidades que pudieren de la Virginia. (Rubrica.) Recivida en 
16 de hebrero 612. J. R. de Contreras. 

(Translation.) 

Board of War for the Indies, January 19, 1612. Respecting the 
English in Virginia and what can be done to drive them thence. 

All has been well considered, and now let haste be made to bring 
over the Englishman who is in Havana, that he may be exchanged 
against the Spaniards captured in Virginia whom they are holding in 
England, and in executing this exchange whatever is suitable shall 
be resolved upon, in respect to the rest of what is said here, and let 
those who bring this Englishman (who is to be well treated on 
the voyage) obtain whatever detafls they can respecting Virginia. 
(Rubric.) Received February 16, 161 2. J. R. de Contreras. 

* A. G. I., 147-5-17, Indiferente General, Consultas Originales, Afios 1612 & 
1618. 
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IV. The Secretary oe the Council eor the Indies to Don Hieronimo 
DE Portugal, November 13, 1612.' 

Al general don Hieronimo de Portugal. — En el consejo y junta ley 
las cartas que V. E. escribio a su magestad. . . . desean estos seflores 
que V. E. trujese en su compania un piloto ingles que viene prisionero en 
la armada que se tomo de los de la Virginia. V. E. bera como pueda ser 
esto trayendose con mucha siguridad. ... En Madrid a treze de Nobre. 
de 1612. Pedro de Ledesma. 

(Translation.) 

To the general Don Hieronimo de Portugal. — In the Council and 
Board I read the letters which Your Excellency wrote to His Majesty. 
. . . These Lords desire that Yoiu: Excellency shall bring in his 
company an English pilot who is coming a prisoner in the fleet, and 
who was taken from among those in Virginia. Your Excellency 
will arrange as to this, bringing him with much security. . . . 
Madrid, November 13, 1612. Pedro de Ledesma.* 

V. The Board of War for the Indies to the King, 
December 23, 1612.' 

Junta de guerra de Indias A 22 de diziembre 1612. dase quenta de 
como el yngles de la Virginia que estava en la havana Vino en los galeones 
a sevilla y de alii a esta qorte. Tengase al ingles al buen recado y bien 
tratado asta que vengan los que se esperan, J. R. de Contreras. 

SeHor: El ano pasado mando vuestra magestad al alcaide don diego de 
molina y al alferez marco Antonio perez que en una caravela fuesen a 
Reconozer la Virginia y la poblazion y fuerjas 
El marques de que los yngleses tienen alii y haviendo saltado 

Salinas, el en tierra los dos referidos y otro compaSero 

conde de gdbes. suyo les prendieron y la demas gente que 

don diego quedava en la caravela llevo consigo a la havana 

brochero. doctor a un piloto yngles que hubo a las manos y 
bernardo de teniendo vuestra magestad noticia dello se sir- 

olmediUa. Licenciado vio de escribir Por el consejo de estado al em- 
don frandsco de baxador de aquel reino tratase de la soltura 
tejada. destos tres hombres, y despues en 10 de Henero 
deste ano escribio el secretario Juan de firifa 
un papel al conde de salazar en que la dezia que d secretario antonio de 

' A. G. I., 152-1-3, vol. 10, p. 135, Indiferente General, Armadas y Flotas: 
Registros, Reales Ordenes y Nombramientos, etc., y Disposiciones del Consejo, 
Anos 1601-1614. 

' Secretary of the Council for the Indies. 

• A. G. I., 147-5-17, Indiferente General, Consultas Originales, Anos 1612 & 
1618. 
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aroztegui le Havia avisado que don Alonso de Velasco havia respondido 
que en Ynglaterra le havian dicho que luego los harian traer a londres 
para entregarselos con que se les volviese el piloto yngles que estava en la 
havana y que vuestra magestad por el consejo de estado havia resuelto 
que la truxesen aqui para este efecto de que avisava al conde por orden 
del de la guerra para que lo dixese en esta junta como lo Hizo y havien- 
dose visto en ella se escribio carta de vuestra magestad al governador de 
la havana hordenandole que en la primera ocasion ynviase a espana al 
piloto yngles presso y a buen Recaudo en cuyo cunplimiento le ynvio en 
estos galeones a la casa de la contratacion de sevilla de donde por la junta 
le han traydo a esta corte y queda en ella a cargo de una persona de satis- 
f acion a quien se a encargado tenga quenta con el de que se abisa a vuestra 
magestad para que teniendolo entendido mande lo que sea servido su- 
puesto que para tratar de Hechar con efecto a los yngleses de la Virginia 
(en que tanto conviene tomar breve resolucion) se aguarda al alcaide don 
diego de molina y sus companeros para que conforme a la noticia que 
truxieren de todo lo de alii se prevengan los baxeles gente y lo demas 
necessario para el buen subceso de la enpresa como vuestra magestad lo 
tiene mandado. en madrid a 23 de diziembre 1612. 
[Hay cinco rubricas.] 

(Translation.) 

Board of War for the Indies, December 22, 1612. Information 
is given that the Englishman from Virginia who was in Havana came 
in the galleons to Seville, and from there to this cotirt. Let the 
Englishman he kept well guarded and well treated until those come who 
are expected. J. R. de Contreras. 

My Lord: Last year Your Majesty commanded the warden Don 

Diego de Molina and the ensign Marco Antonio Perez to go in a 

,„ , , . , „ ,. caravel to recoimoitre Virginia and 

Tte Marquis of Salmas. ^j^^ settlement and armaments 

The Count of Gelbes. ^j^^j^ ^j^^ ^^^^^^^ 1^^^^ ^j^^^^^ ^^ 

Don Diego Brochero ^j^^ twomentioned and another their 

Doctor Bernardo de Ohne- ^^^^^^^^ having gone ashore were 

Qilla. captured, and the rest of the people 

Licenciado Don Francisco ^j^^ remained on the caravel took 

de Tejada. ^^j^ ^^^^ ^^ Havana an English 

pilot whom they had in their hands, and Your Majesty having been 

notified of this was pleased to write through the Coimcil of State 

to your ambassador in that kingdom that he should negotiate for 

the release of those three men, and afterward, on January 10 of the 

present year, the secretary Juan de C^irija wrote a paper to the 

Coimt of Salazai in which he told him that the secretary Antonio de 

Aroztegui had informed him that Don Alonso de Velasco had 
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replied that in England they had told him that they would forthwith 
have these men brought to London to deliver them over, on condi- 
tion that the English pilot who was in Havana should be exchanged 
against them, and that Your Majesty through the Coimcil of State 
had decreed that they should bring him here for this purpose, of 
which he informed the Count by order of the Council of War in order 
that it might be discussed in this Board, as was done, and, the matter 
having been examined here, a letter was written by Your Majesty to 
the governor of Havana ordering him that on the first opportunity 
he should send the English pilot to Spain as a prisoner, well guarded, 
in fulfillment of which he sent him in these galleons* to the Casa de la 
Contratacion in Seville, whence by order of the Board they have 
brought him to this court, and he is here in charge of a satisfactory 
person who has been enjoined to take care of him, of which Your 
Majesty is notified in order that having understood the matter he 
may give what orders he pleases, it being understood that, in order 
to deal effectively with the English in Virginia (in which matter it 
is so important to make early decision) the warden Don Diego de 
Molina and his companions should be waited for, in order that, 
according to the information which they bring concerning all things 
there, ships, men, and all else that is necessary for the success of 
the enterprise may be prepared as Your Majesty shall command. 
Madrid, December 23, 1612. 

[Five rubrics.] 

VI. The CotJNCiL of State to the King, December 22, 1612.' 

[En la carpeta.] 

De oflScio. El Conssejo de stado A 22 Diciembre 1612. Sobre lo que 
Ultimamente escrivio el embaxador don Alonso de Velasco acerca del 
trueque de prisioneros que estan en la Virginia. 

[Dentro.] 

Sefior: Vuestra Magestad mando los anos pasados que Don Diego de 
Molyna El Alferez Marco Antonio Perez y un Piloto fuesen en una Cara- 
vela a reconoscer el puesto de la Virginia y las fortifEcaciones que en 
el han hecho los Yngleses la dispossicion de la costa y la entrada de la 
bahya y todo lo demas que convenia tener savido y aviendo saltado En 
tierra fueron presos j)ero la Carabela se Escapo y traxeron En ella un 
piloto Yngles escriviose despues al Embaxador don Alonso de Velasco que 
fingiendo que los nuestros avian ydo por orden del governador de la 
Havana a la costa de la Virginia en busca de cierto navio y saltado En 
tierra con buena fe hiziesse sentimiento con el Rey de Ynglaterra de la 

• /. e., the latest fleet to arrive. 

' Archive General de Simancas, Secretaria de Estado, legajo 844, folio 152. 
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prision de los dichos dos espafioles y El PUoto y que procurase su livertad 
con la brevedad possible para que prosiguiesen en ciunplir la comission 
que llevavan y haviendo hecho don Alonso lo que se le ordeno ha escrito 
que le respondieron que luego mandarian traer a londres los tres hombres 
y se los entregarian bolviendoles El Piloto que les llevo la dicha Caravela 
y pide orden don Alonso de lo que hara En esto. Y haviendolo Visto el 
Conssejo paresce que se escriva al dicho don Alonso de Velasco que ef- 
fectue el trueco de los dichos prissioneros y pida que los nuestros se le 
entreguen a el assegurando a Yngleses que El piloto que Ellos piden se 
dara en esta corte al Embaxador de Ynglaterra o a quien alia escogieren 
pero sera bien que antes que esto se effectue se examine aqui al dicho 
piloto muy particularmente de todo lo de la Virginia como esta acordado 
escriviendo luego a Sevilla (donde ya esta) que le hagan Venir a buen 
recaudo. Vuestra Magestad etc. 

(Translation.) 

[On the outside.] 

Official. The Council of State, December 22, 1612. Concerning 
what the ambassador Don Alonso de Velasco recently wrote concern- 
ing the exchange of prisoners who are in Virginia. 

[Within.] 

My Lord: Your Majesty commanded in the previous year that 
Don Diego de Molyna, the ensign Marco Antonio Perez, and a pilot 
should go in a caravel to reconnoitre the post of Virginia and the 
fortifications which the English have made there, the arrangement 
of the coast, the entrance to the bay, and all else that ought to be 
known, and having gone ashore they were taken prisoners, but the 
caravel escaped, and they took in it an English pilot. Then it was 
written to the ambassador Don Alonso de Velasco that, pretending 
that our men had gone by order of the governor of Havana to the 
coast of Virginia in search after a certain ship and had gone ashore 
in good faith, he should appeal to the King of England concerning the 
imprisonment of the said two Spaniards and the pilot and should 
procure their liberty as soon as possible, in order that they might 
proceed to accomplish the mission they had undertaken, and Don 
Alonso having done what he was conamanded has written that they 
replied to him that forthwith they would cause the three men to be 
brought to London and would deliver them over, exchanging them 
against the pilot whom the said caravel had taken from them, and 
Don Alonso asks instructions as to what he shall do in this matter. 
And the Council, having considered the matter, is of opinion that one 
should write to the said Don Alonso de Velasco that he shall carry 
out the exchange of the said prisoners, and that he shall ask that 
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our men shall be delivered over to him, assiiring the English that the 
pilot whom they ask for shall be given over at this court to the 
ambassador of England or to whomsoever they there shall choose, 
but it will be well that, before this is done, the said pilot shall be 
examined here very particularly concerning all matters of Virginia, 
as has been agreed upon, writing immediately to Seville (where he 
now is) that they shall cause him to come imder good guard. Your 
Majesty etc. 

VII. The Secretary Juan Ruiz de Contreras xo Alonso de Vergara, 
December 24, 1612.* 

Al Capittan alonso Acres se a hordenado tenga quanta con el piloto 
yngles de la Virginia que a venido de la havana y para en quenta del 

gasto que va haziendo con el, ha acordado el 
alonso de Vergara. qonsexo se le libren en gastos destrados cinquenta 

ducados y asi de qualesquier maravedis aplicados 
para este efecto mandara Vuestra merced que se los den Luego y yo de 
mi parte se lo hordeno a Vuestra merced quedando a mi cargo el Cuidado 
de Hazer que se despache el libramiento en pasando pasquas. guarde 
dies a Vuestra merced como deseo. de casa 24 de diziembre 1612. Juan 
Ruiz de Contreras. 

(Translation.) 

Orders have been sent to Captain Alonso Flores that he should 

take care of the English pilot from Virginia who has come from 

Havana, and on accoimt of the expense 

Alonso de Vergara which is incvured respecting him the Council 
has agreed that for costs of a hearing fifty 
ducats shall be paid, and so with regard to whatever money has 
been appropriated for this purpose. Your Worship will order that 
these shall be given at once, and I for my part so instruct Your 
Worship, it having been left in my charge to insure that the pay- 
ment is delivered after the Christmas hohday season. God guard 
Your Worship as I desire. From my house, December 24, 1612. 
Juan Ruiz de Contreras. 

VIII. The Duke o'r Lerma to the Marquis of Salinas, 
February 9, 1613.' 

Palafio 9 de hebrero 1613. El senor duque de Lerma que se Exsamine 
con mucha destreza al piloto yngles y se tenga mucho cuidado con el por 

1 A. G. I., 140-2-9, Indiferente General, Registros: Correspondenda del 
Secretario del Consejo, con sus Resoluciones y Reales Disposiciones para Au- 
toridades y Particulares, Afios 1607 a 1617, Tomo PP. 3. 

* A. G. I., 147-5-17, Indiferente General, Consultas Originales, Anos 1612 i 
1618. 
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que se pueda hazer el tnieque que esta tratado de los tres prisioneros que 
Tomaran en la Virginia, en 14 de hevrero de 613. Todo lo que su magestad 
manda se remite al senor don franeisco de tejada. (Rubrica.) 

Su magestad manda que haga vuestra senoria exsaminar con mucha 
destreza y particularidad al Piloto Ingles que esta aqui y fue tomado en 
la Virginia de todo lo que conviniere tener entendido de las cossas de 
aquel puerto y del fundamento y disignio que llevan 3Tiglesses en su for- 
tificacion y que avise vuestra senoria a su magestad de lo que acerca desta 
materia se apurare y porque se esta de acuerdo con Ingleses que nos 
entregaran en Trueco deste piloto los tres prisioneros que aUi se tomaron 
ordenara vuestra senoria que hasta que esto tenga effecto se tenga cuidado 
con guardar la persona del dicho piloto. Dios guarde a vuestra senoria. 
en Palacio A 9 de hebrero 16 13. 

El DUQtJE. (Rubricado.) 

Sefior Marques de salinas. 

(Translation.) 

The Palace, February 9, 1613. The lord Duke of Lerma, that 
the English pilot shall be examined with much skill, and that much 
care shall be taken of him, in order that the exchange may be effected 
which has been arranged, of the three prisoners whom they took 
in Virginia. — February 14, 1613. All that His Majesty commands is 
referred to the lord Don Francisco de Tejada. (Rubric.) 

His Majesty commands that Your Lordship shall cause to be 
examined with much skill and carefulness the English pilot who is 
here and was captured in Virginia, concerning all that ought to be 
known of the matters of that port and of the reason and intention 
which the English had in fortifying it, and that Your Lordship 
shovdd inform His Majesty of whatever shall be made known con- 
cerning this matter, and inasmuch as it is agreed with the English 
that they shall deliver over to us in exchange for this pilot the three 
prisoners who were captured there. Your Lordship will order that, 
imtil this is done, care shall be taken to guard the person of the 
said pilot. God guard Your Lordship. At the Palace, February 9, 
1613. 

The Duke. (Rubric.) 

The lord Marquis of Salinas. 
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IX. The Board or War por the Indies, to the King, 
February 23, 1613.1 

Junta de guerra de Indias A 23 de hebrero 1613. ajerca del piloto 
yngles de la Virginia, assi se haga y iornesse a encargar su huen tratamiento 
y aposerUo. 

SeHor: El duque de lerma en Papel de 9 del presente dize entre otras 
cosas que vuestra magestad manda que se tenga mucho cuidado con 
guardar la persona del piloto Ingles de la Virginia que por mandado de 
vuestra magestad truxeron de la havana en los ultimos galeones hasta 
que como se esta de acuerdo den en trueco deste piloto al alcaide don 
diego de molina y sus dos conpaneros que con el fueron presos En aqueUa 
parte. 

y como quiera que hasta agora por horden de la junta le a tenido a su 
cargo El capitan don alonsso flores supuesto que esta de partida para yr 
a servir a vuestra magestad en la ocassion del socorro que se ynvia a 
philipinas cunpliendo con lo que vuestra magestad manda a parefido 
poner al dicho Ingles en la carcel desta corte y al alcaide sea Hordenado 
le tenga en buena custodia y guarda haziendole buen tratamiento y 
Comodidad y para pagar la carfeleria su comida y cama pareze se le 
podrian dar a Razon de diez Reales al dia y 30 ducados adelantados 
librados en condenaciones hechas por esta junta aplicadas para la camara. 
Vuestra magestad mandara lo que mas se sirva. en madrid a 13 [23?] de 
hebrero 1613. 

[Hay ocho rubricas.] 

(Translation.) 

Board of Wax for the Indies, February 23, 1613. Concerning 
the English pilot from Virginia. Let it be done so, and again be 
it directed that care be taken for good entertainment and lodging for 



My Lord: The Dtike of Lerma in a paper of the ninth of the 
present month says among other things that Your Majesty orders 
that much care shall be taken to guard the person of the English 
pilot from Virginia whom by command of Your Majesty they brought 
from Havana in the latest galleons, unti^, as has been agreed, they 
give in exchange for this pilot the warden Don Diego de Molina 
and his two companions who were captured with him in that region. 

And inasmuch as until now, by order of the Board, Captain 
Don Alonsso Flores, has had charge of him, and inasmuch as he 
[Flores] is about to depart to serve Your Majesty in connection 
with the reinforcement which is being sent to the Philippines, in 

* A. G. I., 147-5-17, Indiferente General, Consultas Originales, Afios 1612 & 
1618. 
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compliance with what Your Majesty orders, it has seemed good 
to put the said Englishman in the prison of this coxirt and that 
the warden should be ordered to keep him in good custody and guard, 
giving him good entertainment and comforts, and to pay the prison 
charges and his food and lodging it is our opinion that payment 
might be made to him at the rate of ten reals a day, and thirty 
ducats in advance, paid out of fines levied by this Board and appro- 
priated for the court. Your Majesty will command what best 
pleases him. Madrid, February 13 [23], 1613. 

[Eight rubrics.] 

X. Secretary Ruiz de Contreras to the Warden of the Court 
Prison, February 26, 1613.' 

En la Jimta de guerra se a entendido que el piloto jTigles llamado Juan 

clerque que por su horden esta en la carcel Real desta corte se le an puesto 

prissiones y manda que luego se le quiten y que 

Al alcaide de Vuestra merced le tenga en un apossento entre 

la carzel de Corte. personas confidentes donde este guardado a buen 

rrecaudo y no presso porque assi conviene al 

servicio de su Magestad. guarde dies a Vuestra merced como desseo. 

26 de hebrero de 16 13. Juan Ruiz de Contreras. 

(Translation.) 

In the Board of War it has been reported that the English pilot 
called Juan Clerque, who by its orders is in the royal prison of this 

court has been put in close confinement, 

To the Warden of the and it orders that he shall immediately 

Prison of the Court be taken out and that Your Worship 

shall keep him in a lodging-place among 

trustworthy persons where he shall be guarded well but not a close 

prisoner, for this is suitable to the service of His Majesty. God 

guard Your Worship as I desire. February 26, 1613. Juan Ruiz de 

Contreras. 

XI. Secretary Ruiz de Contreras to Diego de Vergara, 
February i, 1616.* 

A Do. de Vergara (Gabiria). Por mandado de su mag'd se a puesto en 
livertad a Ju[an] Clerque pQoto ingles que estava preso en la carcel desta 

• A. G. I., 140-2-9, Indiferente General, Registros: Correspondencia del 
Secretario del Consejo, con sus Resoluciones y Reales Disposiciones para Au- 
toridades y Particulares, Afios 1607 a 1617, Tomo PP. 3. 

' A. G. I., i4o-a-9 III., Indiferente General, Registros: Correspondencia del 
Secretario del Consejo con sus Resoludones y Rs. Disposiciones para Autoridades 
y Particulares, Afios 1607-1617. 
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corte y porque dize que de lo que se le dava para su comida y carceleria 
se le deve cantid[ad] y a pedido que se le mande pagar porque se quiere 
hir a su tierra me a hordenado la junta de guerra escriva a v.m. que sin 
detenerle una sola hora le pague v.m. todo lo que se le deviere hasta 26 
de hen. pasado que salio de la carcel quedando adbertido de que de alii 
adelante no se le a de pagar cosa alguna. Guarde Dios a v.m., etc. En 
Madrid a primero de Hebrero de 1616. Juan Ruiz de Contreras. 

(Translation.) 

To Do. de Vergara (Gabiria). By order of His Majesty, Juan 
Clerque the English pilot, who was in dose confinement in the prison 
of this court, has been set at liberty, and inasmuch as he says that, 
of what was given him for his food and prison fees, a certain amoimt is 
still owing to him, and has requested that it shall be ordered to be 
paid to him, because he desires to go to his own country, the Board of 
War has ordered me to write to Your Worship that, without delaying 
him a single hour Your Worship should pay him all that may be 
owing to him up to January 26 last when he went out from prison, 
leaving you to take notice that from that date on nothing is to be 
paid to him. God guard Your Worship, etc. Madrid, February i, 
j:6i6. Juan Ruiz de Contreras. 



XII. Secretary Ruiz de Contreras to Juan de Qixiqa, 
February, i8, 1616.1 

Sr. Juan de Qiri^a. Cumpliendo con lo que su Mag'd mando per papel 
del Duque mi senor se entrego al embax'or de ynglaterra Ju[an] Clerq 
piloto ingles que estaba preso en la carcel desta corte como lo vera VM 
per la certificacion que die del rescibo y va con este para que por el 
conce[jo] de estado se remita a Don Diego Sarmiento de Acuna y con- 
stando deUo en Londres den livertad a Don Diego de Molina y a la per- 
sona que con el fue preso en la Virginia como sea suplicado a su mag'd 
por diversas consultas de la junta de guerra. Suplico a VM se sirva de 
mandarme avisar de como queda en su poder para este efecto. Guarde, 
etc. En Madrid a 18 de febrero de 1616. Juan Ruiz de Contreras. 

(Translation.) 

Senor Juan de Qiriqa: Compl3dng with what His Majesty com- 
manded through a paper of my lord the Duke, Juan Clerq the 
English pilot who was imprisoned in the prison of this court has been 

' A. G. I., 140-2-9 III., Indiferente General, Registros: Correspondenda del 
Secretario del Consejo, con sus Resoluciones y Rs. Disposiciones para Autoridades 
y Particulares, Afios 1607-1617. 
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delivered to the ambassador of England, as Your Worship will see 
by the certificate which he gave of the receipt, and which goes with 
this in order that it i.->ay be sent by the Council of State to Don 
Diego Sarmiento de Acuna,^ and that on being assured of it in 
London they may release Don Diego de Molina and the person who 
was captured with him in Virginia, as His Majesty has been re- 
quested by various votes of the Board of War. I request Your 
Worship to be pleased to cause me to be advised, as he shall be able, 
to this effect. God guard, etc. Madrid, February i8, 1616. Juan 
Ruiz de Contreras. 



Jonathan Russell to John M. Forbes. 

Paris, 31 January, 1815. 

My dear Sir, — I ought at an earlier date to have thanked you for 
your favour of the 9th instant. As I cannot plead business and am 
ashamed to plead dissipation for the delay, I throw myself entirely 
on your mercy. 

As to the good people of Hamburg I have been a long time ac- 
quainted with their character and have on a former occasion done 
them ample justice. This medley of Jews and ' ' uncircmncised dogs " 
have no right to give an opinion upon the transactions between in- 
dependent nations. They stick to their friends like leeches till they 
have exhausted their blood and then transfer their attentions to 
more plethorick subjects. It is pleasant to see these saturated 
reptiles occasionally squeezed by the gripe of power and disgorge 
from their foul stomachs the stolen crudities they had swallowed. 
I thank God that they have selected England as their present 
favourite, for it is only to feed upon her morbid matter and if we are 
wise, we may have some repose from the diseases of their dancing 
houses and the frauds of their Boursen-hall. 

With regard to the treaty,^ I, of course, consider it as highly 
honourable to the United States. The events which took place last 
spring in Europe left us to contend single handed against Great 
Britain. She was inflated by success and mistress of a force which 
under no other circiunstances could have been at her disposal. She 
was in a singular degree irritated against us and she had all the 
inclination and, as she believed, all the means to subjugate and 
punish us in a single campaign. We were on our part unprepared and 
divided and faction had literally tied one of our hands behind us. 

' The successor of Velasco as ambassador in London; better known as the 
Count of Gondomar. 
« Of Ghent. 
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She commenced her military and diplomatic campaign under these 
circumstances and evidently with the intention and expectation of 
hxmiiliating and dismembering the United States. She declared 
the whole American coast in a state of blockade^ she made pirati- 
cal excursions against our unfortified places; she pillaged private 
magazines and burnt Ubraries and dwelling houses. She demanded 
a cession of nearly one third of the territories of the United States 
and then we should leave the rest defenceless by dismantling our 
fleets on the lakes and demolishing our fortifications near them. 
But she has closed the campaign with disgrace and discomfiture. 
She has witnessed her own fleets on some of those lakes destroyed. 
She has seen her best troops beaten and retreating before an inferior 
force of raw militia and she has felt the naval charm by which she 
held the world enchanted broken and dissolved forever. To consimi- 
mate her disgrace and ignominy she has been obliged to renounce all 
her sine qua nons with which she commenced the negotiation and has 
signed and ratified a treaty by which she gains not a single inch of 
our territory or impairs the smallest particle of our rights. Let the 
miserable Hamburghers triumph in the peace she has made. Al- 
though she has lost her military, her naval and her moral glory, she 
is still entitled to the admiration of wretches who despise this glory 
because they never enjoyed it and hail a depraved and degraded 
nation as a new member of the political order to which they belong. 
They might have had however a better title to claim kindred with 
England and more room to indulge their sympathies towards [us] 
had the war continued another campaign. She might then have 
quite sunk to their vile level and become the pander of the vices and 
the broker of the frauds on which she would have been compelled to 
subsist. Don't show this letter till I have safely passed Hamburg, 
for, as Junius says, those who have not the courage to fight may 
assassinate. 

I shaU probably remain here five or six weeks longer during which 
time I hope to hear again from you.' As ever, faithfully yours, 

Jonathan Russell. 

' "The illustration you give of the general result of our arduous struggle, 
without entering into details not permitted at present, is much like that which 

in a far humbler style I had already given here. I pity the poor H s imder the 

lash of such a pen and would risk assassination to have been the author of such a 
letter. You modestly quote Junius who, had he lived after you, would have 
rendered a similar tribute to your style. I dare not say more lest I should be 
suspected of adulation, which would be misapplied to a friend of twenty years 
standing." From John M. Forbes, February 13, 1815. 
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Otis Ammidon to Jonathan Russell. 

Philadelphia, February 20, i8is- 

Dear Brother, — The glorious news of Peace reached this city on 
Sunday the 12th inst., just as people were returning from meeting 
at noon. The joy was fully expressed by the laughing, shaking of 
hands and mutual congratulations of the passing multitude. Stran- 
gers in the street did not hesitate to wish each other joy. In Boston, 
I see they opened their school houses to let the bo5rs run and kick up 
their heels. Grand illuminations are making throughout the United 
States. Our mayor was rather premature in giving the order for 
illuminating this city before the ratification of the treaty by the 
President and Senate. In one of the windows was a very brilliant 
transparency of the names of our Commissioners. Amelia made this 
discovery in her walks. I was too much employed in my own house 
to go much about the city. There never could be any event among 
the affairs of men that would excite such joy, and I trust thankful- 
ness, throughout the coimtry, as has the retimi of Peace. It was 
very imexpected to a greater part of the people. For why the 
British should have sent such a force against N. Orleans and then 
made a Peace, without hearing the result of the expedition, is as- 
tonishing; but it is well for them they were ignorant of their fate in 
that quarter. Never, never was there such a complete victory as 
was gained by us at that place. The loss of the enemy in killed, 
wounded and prisoners was 4,000; that of ours did not exceed 250 
altogether. The great difference in loss of men is wonderful, almost 
miraculous. It is, however, not so surprising when we are told 
that the enemy's watchwords were "Beauty and booty." The 
particulars of tJiis affair I presimie will reach you long before this 
does. 

I rejoice most sincerely at the return of Peace, and am thankful 
that you are one of the number that has been instrumental under 
God in bringing it about. I have heard the Commissioners most 
highly spoken of by some of the Federal gentlemen of this city. It 
is confessed on all hands that they carried heavier metal than the 
noble gentlemen. 

Now for a word about ourselves. Since we have been engaged in 
business our commissions amotmt to about $6,000, which we consider 
very well for the first year. And now I would like to compound for 
the same sum for the second year. We have done nothing since 
the news of Peace arrived. All domestic sales have entirely stopped 
for the present. As yet we have no advices from the manufacturers 
since the news has reached them. The prices, it is thought, must 
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come down about 15 or 20 per cent. The consumption at any rate 
■will be very much lessened. We have written our friends Messrs. 
Brown & Ives stating our opinion as to the change that will now 
take place in our business, and that we shall find it necessary to seek 
for other business in connexion with that of selling domestic goods. 
Mr. Ives once told me, that in case the domestic business did not 
succeed, that they (B. & I.) could procure us as many British goods 
as we should want; they would be no disadvantage to the domestics, 
but on the contrary would assist in getting them off. We are in 
hopes, however, of becoming commission merchants generally and 
of a grade that shall be respectable. B. & I.'s business alone will be 
worth a handsome sum, I have no doubt. Philip [Ammidon], I hope, 
has safe arrived at Canton, and during his residence in that country, 
I doubt not will make us many shipments. Should it not be in- 
compatible with your present station to recommend our House to 
your friends in different parts of Europe, I have no doubt you could 
procure us some business from France and perhaps the north of 
Europe. You can state that we are patronized by Messrs. Brown & 
Ives, who are pretty well known, I suppose, in most of the large 
commercial towns where we should be likely to succeed. I may be 
much mistaken in my expectations, but I have really entertained 
great hopes of getting some business from Europe thro' your recom- 
mendation, which I am still sanguine in, provided you can procure 
it by any exertions not improper in a Foreign Mission. We shall 
have it in our power to make large advances, having established a 
good credit thro' B. & I. . . . 

We had a letter today from B. & Ives; they appear to be exceed- 
ingly rejoiced, as is the whole town of Providence. You ought now 
to come home and see how gladly they would receive you. It is to 
be hoped they will not forget your services for a year to come. . . . 

Robert M. Patterson to Jonathan Russell. 

Philadelphia, February 20, 1815. 

Dear Sir, — I congratulate you on the successful conclusion of 
your long and no doubt very tedious labors at Ghent. The treaty 
which you have given us is considered highly honorable to the 
coimtry and to the commissioners. The intelligence of its conclusion 
could not have arrived at a more happy moment. We had just 
received the news of the most brilliant success of our arms at New 
Orleans, and ovir joy had a double object. Philadelphia was bril- 
liantly illuminated on Wednesday last — the most general illumina- 
tion that I have ever seen. The transparencies which were very 
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niunerous, had all a twofold allusion; the laurel and the olive were 
entwined together, and the motto was For Victory and Peace. 

You will find also from the proceedings of our congress, that we 
had another cogent reason to rejoice at the termination of the war. 
The eflSdent and manly measures proposed by the executive at the 
beginning of the session were all either totally rejected, or frittered 
down into insignificajice; and the credit of the government was at 
the lowest ebb. The tories, with an impious malignity, exulted at 
the embarrassments of the country, and the whigs looked forward 
with much apprehension to the campaign which they supposed to 
be approaching. . . . 

R. M. Patterson. 



